Unlike Doc Watson and most other Bluegrass lead guitarists, Wayne uses a thumbpick and metal fingerpicks instead of a flatpick.  However, the arrangements we chose for this collection work equally well for flatpicking or fingerpicking.  As shown in the following musical excerpt, his picking technique on these tunes follows the same down-up pattern that flatpickers use with their picks.  Wayne picks the downstrokes with his thumbpick and the upstrokes with his index finger.   
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In the occasional places where the melody is played on three adjacent strings, flatpickers would use cross-picking to hit the notes, while Wayne plays “three-finger rolls” (similar to Bluegrass banjo technique). 
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While guitar tablature and standard notation are wonderful tools for learning new music, they can’t capture all of the nuances and subtleties of the musical performance.  For example, the musical excerpt above shows mostly 8th notes, but in reality many of the notes are allowed to sustain and blend together, something that would be difficult to capture accurately and neatly in tablature and notation.

